
Speech Styles and Texts 609

Aphorism

The following five examples were dictated by Miss Martha John.

CYCLE OF LIFE

ho£^ti-toho-k c6:ba-toho-k na:sincaksobdyli-toho-k m^
BE:BORN-realis-ss GROW-realis-ss GO:TO:SCHOOL-realis-ss ALSO

an^fii-toho-k oc6:si-toho-k him^Ta-p
NfARRY-realis-ss HAVE:CHLDREN-realis-ss NOW-iicw:top

sihno-toho-k &:po-toho-k

GROW:OLD-realis-ss BECOME:GRANDMOTHER-rcalis-ss

h6:pa-toho-k illi-toho-k ombiti:ka-toho-k

FALL:ILL-rcalis-ss DIE(sg)-rcalis-ss BE:BlJRIED(sg)-realis-ss

t(56b-o-Y

ROT-bc-phr:tcnn

/ ho^ttohok, c6:batohok narsincaksobiytohok, man andftohok oc6:sitohok,

him&Tap sihnotohok, ^potohok, h&patohok, illitohok, ombitiikatohok, tfisbg /

*Shc is born, grows up and goes to school, again she gets married and has children,

now she grows old and becomes a grandmother, she falls ill and dies, she is

buried, and indeed is decayed.*^^

A SUDDEN STORM

nihtd-k ki:no-toho-:li-y-on o:lacl 16:ca-k

DAY-subj BE:GOOD-realis-deduc-conseq-sw:foc CLOUD BLACK-subj

iJh,l-ok ^a-t hasfyU-t %li-t

ARRIVE4i:grade,-ss:foc RAIN-conn BE:DOWNPOUR-conn QUIT(sg)-conn

hanabitili-k s-hacdi:li-n nihtd-k k^:no-t

RAINBOW-subj instr-STAND(sg)-sw DAY-subj BE:GOOD-Past

/ niht^ k^:notoho:liyon, o:laci l&cak ihlok, 6ybat, has^lit, %lit, hanabitilik

shacdL:lin, nihtiUc k^:not /

The day was fine, but contrary to expectation, black clouds gathered, and it rained

and there was a downpour, it ceased, a rainbow came out, and the day was fine

again.*
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FIRE

J^nSS^"^^-- ^^^-conn WOOD ROTmN-iness

?A'?S5;^i>^*^5^(sg)-«>- BECOME:COAI^-conn

^SiJSa^-iS^N^i-top THROW:AWAY(pl)-realis-phr:tenn

/ tal6n batipUt dblpUt itt6 tospihay6 hi«:Ut atini:kat tofkiybit histot. himi:yap

apistohg /

FRIENDS

itti-hi:c-okittim-na:«:ka-tittim-ae:ka-t . . t AtinH^nn
redp-SEE-ssifoc reciptdat-SPEAK-conn rcap:dat-LAUGH-conn

ittim-tikla-t akk&nm-os
redp:dat-MAKE:FRIENDS-coim BE:SO-dim

/ tilii:cok, tinna:«:kat, timaffckat, tim<*lat kSmmos /"

'On seeing each other, they speak to each other, they laugh «ith each other, they

make Mends with each other, and that is all.

THE BABY

coki:bo»i-toho-k ath6mma.p hasi
«'»^='^^f^!^*^VpOUR.when HAIR

BE:SMALL-realis-ss INDIAN-new-top MONTH BE.FOURwnen rw

im-sahli:ci-tohD-k tab4tli-toho-k cayadi-toho-k

Sdat-SHAVE-realis-ss CRAWL-realis-ss WALK-realis-ss

/ coki:bostohok. athtomap hasi os«i:ka:f6:k hissi isahli-.dtohok. tabdtlitohok.

cay^itohok /

•It is small, and now the Indians in the fourth month [of its life] shave off its hair.

it crawls, and then it walks.'
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