EPUB/image_0018_00.jpeg
PREFACE.

ABOUT the origin and primitive purposes of Prefaces, the learned may
dispute, basing their results on historical research into prefaces at large. It
is a probable opinion that the Preface was, at first, intended to pnform
the reader as to what he might expect to find in the book before him. In
our own day, when nobady reads, and critics read least of all, a glance at the
Preface (only a glance) fyrnishes the newspaper reviewer with his two or
three inches of “ copy.” Into the actual book he very seldom (_iips, and the
anxious author receives, in criticism, what he has, in a Preface, himself set
forth, |

If our modern critics had lived and laboured in the time of Homer, they
would have penned their reviewals thus, out of-the poet’s prefaces :—

“In his rather prolix Iliad, Mr. Homer sings of the destructive anger
of Achilles, which send down to Hades many strong souls of heroes. The
origin of these sorrows to the Greeks Mr. Homer very piously assigns to the
will of Zeus. How that will was e);ecuted, Mr. Homer narrates at no
inconsiderable length, and, doubtless, in a manner pleasing to his friends and
relatives. For our part we prefer this author in his Hymns, or when, as in
Margites, he exposes the foibles of an unlucky townsman, only too easily
recognised. There is room, however, for all tastes, and we trust that people
interested in Mr. Homer's heroes, Achilles and Agamemnon, will be pleased
with this new study of a somewhat worn subject.”

That is the modern manner: it is not difficult. Or again,

“The indefatigable Mr. Homer obliges the town with a new epic. His
hero is Odysseus, who, it appears, was acquainted with the mind and manners
of humanity at large. The adventures of this wanderer, in attempting to
secure his own life, and the return of his company, are narrated in hexameter
verse, and in no less than twenty-four books. Mr. Homer has a fatal
fluency, and a romantic fancy. We are not entirely certain that this work is
fitted to lie on the drawing-room table, bys few, we think, will be at the
trouble to verify the justice of our surmise.”

The author, from these examples of criticism “as she is wrote " in our
age of popular edu_cgtion, may estimate the value of a preface. That I
should write a preface for Mr. Ling Roth’s.admirable compilation I ean only
excuse in one way: Ms. Ling Roth asked me to do so. He knows his
5‘-‘bje(!__t thoroughly : I only know what he tells me about the,subject. - As in
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Vor. 1.
19, bottom line for infra'read: sypra.
29, for B. N. Vigors read: B. U. Vigors,
53, line 15, for beads read: heads.

. 79, line 27, forii., iii. read : ii. 111.

. 94, in first paragraph relating to the Muruts, omit : inverted commas.

. 24, end of second paragraph, separate: andarrows.

. 125, end of fourth paragraph, after word father-in-law omit: (F. W. Leggatt.)
. 161, for Kapolas Moeroeng read : Kapuas Murung.

. 169, bottom line, for Straits Asiatic Journal read : Jour. Straxts Asiatic Soc.

. 223, foot note 49, last line, omit : inverted commas.

. 248, line 7, for hauk read : hawk.

. 273, line 19 from bottom, for belian read : pelian.

. 274, line 11, for grank read: grand.

VoL. 1I.

18, end of fourth paragraph, for Hose read : De Crespigny.
28, bottom line, for see P. 241 read: seei. 241.

32, bottom line, omit : (ibid.)

147, line g, for D. N. Vigors read : B. U. Vigors.

151, second line from bottom, for Negritoe read : Negrito.
166, fifth line from bottom, for ébid read : Dalton.

199, top line for . read: ,

199, eighth line, for akat read: adat.
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