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Now that I have preached about a dozen ser-
mons I find I am repeating myself. A different
text simply means a different pretext for saying
the same thing over again. The few ideas that
I had worked into sermons at the seminary have
all been used, and now what? I suppose that as
the years go by life and experience will prompt
some new ideas and I will find some in the Bible
that I have missed so far. They say a young
preacher must catch his second wind before he
can really preach. I'd better catch it pretty soon
or the weekly sermon will become a terrible
chore.

You are supposed to stand before a congre-
gation, brimming over with a great message.
Here I am trying to find a new little message
each Sunday. If I really had great convictions
I suppose they would struggle for birth each
week. As the matter stands, I struggle to find
an idea worth presenting and I almost dread
the approach of a new sabbath. I don’t know
whether I can ever accustom myself to the task
of bringing light and inspiration in regular
weekly installments.
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12 PREFACE AND APOLOGY

characterizes the self-revelations of a private
diary. The reader must consequently be warned
(though such a warning may be superfluous) to
discount the unconscious insincerities which no
amount of self-discipline can eliminate from
words which are meant for the public.

The notes which have been chosen for publi-
cation have been picked to illustrate the typical
problems of a modern minister in an industrial
and urban community and what seem to be
more or less typical reactions of a young minis-
ter to such problems. Nothing new or startling
was attempted in the pastorate out of which
these reflections grew. If there is any justifica-
tion for their publication, it must lie in the
light they may throw upon the problems of the
modern church and ministry rather than upon
any possible solutions of these problems.

The book is published with an uneasy con-
science, the author half hoping that the pub-
lishers would make short shrift of his indiscre-
tions by throttling the book. Some of the notes
are really too inane to deserve inclusion in any
published work, and they can be justified only
as a background for those notes which deal
critically with the problems of the modern min-
istry. The latter are unfortunately, in many in-
stances, too impertinent to be in good taste, and
I lacked the grace to rob them of their imper-
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16 PREFACE AND APOLOGY

cific social and moral issues of the day. The min-
ister’s premature satisfaction in the presentation
of moral ideals is accentuated by the fact that
he is a leader in a community in which appre-
ciative attitudes are on the whole more preva-
lent than critical ones. The minister is there-
fore easily fooled by extravagant conceptions
of his own moral stature, held by admiring
parishioners. If he could realize how much of
this appreciation represents transferred religious
emotion he could be more realistic in analyzing
himself. And if he could persuade himself to
speak of moral ideals in terms of specific issues
and contemporary situations, he would prob-
ably prompt currents of critical thought which
would destroy the aura which invests his per-
son with premature sanctity.

If a minister wants to be a man among men
he need only to stop creating devotion to ab-
stract ideals which every one accepts in theory
and denies in practice, and to agonize about
their validity and practicability in the social
issues which he and others face in our present
civilization. That immediately gives his minis-
try a touch of reality and potency and robs it of
an artificial prestige which it can afford to dis-
pense with, and is bound to be stripped of, the
kind of prestige which is the prerogative of
priests and professional holy men.
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Our knowledge may ultimately be the means
of our redemption, but for the moment it seems
to rob us of self-respect and respect for one
another. Every conscientious minister is easily
tempted to a sense of futility because we live
our lives microscopically while we are able to
view the scene in which we labor telescopically.
But the higher perspective has its advantages
as well as its dangers. It saves us from too much
self-deception. Men who are engaged in the
espousal of ideals easily fall into sentimentality.
From the outside and the disinterested perspec-
tive this sentimentality may seem like hypocrisy.
If it is only sentimentality and self-deception,
viewed at closer range, it may degenerate into
real hypocrisy if no determined effort is made
to reduce it to a minimum.

It is no easy task to deal realistically with the
moral confusion of our day, either in the pulpit
or the pew, and avoid the appearance, and pos-
sibly the actual peril, of cynicism. An age which
obscures the essentially unethical nature of its
dominant interests by an undue preoccupation
with the application of Christian principles in
limited areas, may, as a matter of fact, deserve
and profit by ruthless satire. Yet the pedagogical
merits of satire are dubious, and in any event its
weapons will be foresworn by an inside critic
for both selfish and social reasons. For reasons
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which the unions, which now dominate the
ture, were still unheard of.

But the notes are not primarily a social d
ment. As the self-revelations of a young pa
they freely express the then typical notior
liberal Protestantism before the whole lil
world view was challenged by world event:
course they were written after the first w
war. But that war did not essentially challc
the liberal culture of America. It required a
pression and another world war to corrod
optimism in America which was lost in Eu
after the first world war. There are some inc
tions in these notes of uneasiness about
general religious presuppositions which
formed a youthful ministry. But on the w
there are no serious evidences of a revolt w.
occurred in the soul of the author and of
of his contemporaries, only a few years after
book was published. Thus indisputable evide
is offered for the fact that we are all, what
our pretensions, the children of our day
hour. What we think of man and God, of sin
salvation, is partly prompted by the compara
comforts or discomforts in which we live. .
a very sobering reflection on the lack of tr
cendence of the human spirit over the flu
historical change.

Perhaps too much has been said about
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An author is naturally embarrassed to have a
book, first published more than a quarter cen-
tury ago, re-issued and presumably reaching
some new readers who will be astounded by the
dated character of the observations in the book.
My own embarrassment is the more acute be-
cause these autobiographical notes are more
than ordinarily dated. They were prompted by
the experiences of a young minister serving his
first parish in the growing city of Detroit. Some
of the observations may have a faint historical
significance inasfar as they throw light upon the
social climate of a large urban center, the seat
of the growing automobile industry in a day in





